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Efcartes has been branded by feveral [a- 

genious Learned Men for an Atheift, 
and one principal reafon thy give, tS, 
becaufe he {ays in bis Method we ought to comply with the 
Forms and External Cufloms of Religion in the Countrey we 
are Educated, sb6 1 am willing to believe be means only in 
re(pe of the Chrijtian Relizion : Since wbere are feveral o- 
ther pal] izes in his Metaphyficks, which feem to intimate w% 
mich, Pray wharis your Opinion inthe Matter ? 

An(w. We can’t do that Great Man more Juttice 
than to let him {peak for himfelf, and in the English 
Tongue, that every one may underftand him, being 
well aflin’d, that che wnole will be very acceptable to 
the Reader, and (as we think ) a demonttration that 
Defeartes wasno Acheift: Take him as tollows, with a 
lictle Abridgmene ac the beginning. 

‘Pecaule our Senfes fometimes deceive us, I would 
“firppofe that there was nothing which was fuchas they 
‘repreiented itto us. And becaute there are men who 
‘miftake themlelves in realoning, even in the moft 
‘fimple Matters of Geometry, and make therein Parallo- 
‘gi{ms, judging that I was as fubject co tail as any o- 
‘cher Man, I 1ejeéted as talfe all chole Reafons, which 
‘I had before taken for Demenftrations. And cenfi- 
‘dering, that the fame thoughts which we have waking, 
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‘may happento us in fleep, when as not any one of 
“em is true, I refolv’d co feign, that all chofe things 
‘which I ever conceiv’d, had no more truti ta ‘em than 
‘delufory Dreams; but foon after I cblerv’d, that 
©whilft I wou'd think that this truth, I think, there- 
‘fore I am, was fo certain, that al! che moft wild Sup- 
© pofitions of Scepticks was not able to fhake it, I thought 
©] might receive it as certain, for the firft Principle of 
* che Philofophy I fought. 

‘Examining then carefully what I was, and feeing 
‘I cou’d imagine that I had no Body, and that there 
“was no World, or Place, yet Icou’d not imagine that 
©7 was mot; and that even contrary thereto, thinking to 
‘doubt the truth of other things, it neceflarily tollow’d 
“chat I vvas; whereas if I had ceas’d to think, altho al] 
“the reft of vvhatever I had imagin’d were true, I had 
©no reafon to believe chat F had been. I knew then 
‘chat I vvasa Subffance vvhole vvhole Effenceor Nua- 
“ture is to think, and one thatto be, lath no seed of 
‘place, nor depends on any material thing : So that this 
1, viz.my Soul, by which I am what I am, 1s vvholly 
‘ ditinct from Body, and more eafie to be known than 
‘Boly; and altho’ Body vvere not, I fhou’d not ceale ro 
*be whar I am. 

‘After this I confidered in General, vvhat is requi- 
‘fire for the certainty ofa Propofition ; for fince J had 
© found out one which I knew was fuch, [thought Jalfo 
Sought to contider wherein that certainty confited, 
© and having oblerv’d, that there’s nothing at ail in this, 
© 7 think therefore 1 am, which affures me that I {peak 
‘che Treth, except this that I fee moft clearly ; that to 
“think one mult havea Bez, 1 judgd that I might 
‘take it for a General Rule, that thole things which 
“we perceive clearly and diftinétly are true, and chat 
‘the dificulty only is ia obferving precifely vvhat thofe 
‘things are vvhich vve diftinctly conceive. 

‘In puriuance whereof, reflecting on what I doubr- 
“ed, ana that confequentiy my being was not perteét ; 
“for I clearly perceived, that ic was a greater perte- 
*étion to know, than to doubt, I adviied in my Jelf to 
*feek from whence I had learnt to thiak on fomething 
‘which was more perfeét than I; and I knew evident- 
‘jy that it muft be of fome Nature which was indeed 
“more perfect. As for what concerns the thoughts I 
“had of divers other things without my felf, asof Hea- 
‘ven, Earth, Light, Heat, and a thoufand more, I was 


“not fo much troubled to know whence they came, for 
“that I obferved nothing in them which feemed to ren- 
‘der them fuperior to me; I might believe, chat tf 
‘they were true, they were Dependencies from my 
* Nature, as far forth as it had any perfeétion’; and if 
‘they were not, I made no accompt of them ; that is 
‘to fay, That they were ia me, becaufe I had fomething 
“deficient. But it could not be the famé with the Ideg 
‘ofa Being more perfect than mine: For to efteem of 
“it as of nothing, was a thing manifeftly impofible : 
* And becaufe there is no lefs repugnancy that the more 
* perfect fhould fucceed from, and depend upon the 
* lefs perfect, chan for fomethirg to proceed from no- 
“thing, I could no more hold it from my felf: So as it 
“followed, that it muft have been put intome by a Na- 
* ture which was truly more perfeét than J, and even 
_ Which had in it all the pertections whereof I could 

havean Idea; to wit, (to explain my felf in one word) 
“God. Whereto I added, that fince I knew fome per- 
‘fections which I had not, I was not the only Being 
“which had an exiftence, (1 fhall, under favour, ule 
“here freely the terms of the Schools) but that of ne- 
‘ ceffity there muft be fome other more perfect where- 
‘onl depended, and from whom | had gotten al] what 
‘I had: For had I been alone, and depending upon no 
‘other thing, fothat I had had of my felf all that fir- 
* tle which I participated of a perfeét being, I might 
‘have had by the fame reafon from my felf, all the re- 
* nainder which I knew I wanted, and fo have been my 
‘ felf infinite, eternal,immutable, all-knovving. almighty ; 
‘and laftly, have had all thofe perfections which I have 
‘obferved to be in God. Fer according to the way 
“of Reaioning Ihave now followed, to know the Na- 
‘ture of God, as far as mine own was capable of it, I 
‘was only to confider of thote things of which 1 found 
‘an Idea in me, whether the poftefling of them werea 
‘perfection or no; and I was fure, that any of chole 
“which had any Imperfections were not in him, but 
‘chat all others were. Ifaw that Doubtfulnefs, Incon- 
‘ftancy, Sorrovv, and the like, could not be in him, 
‘feeing Icou'd my felf have wifh’d to have been ex. 
‘empted from them. Betides this, I had the Idea’s of 
‘divers fenfible and corporeal things; for although I 
‘fiyppoted that I doted, andthatall that I favv or jma- 
‘sined was falfe ; yet couldI not deny but that thefe 
“Ideas were truly inmy thoughts. But becaufe I had 
‘moft evidently known 1n my felt, That the underftand- 
‘ing Nature is diftinct from the Corporeal, confider- 
‘ing that all Compofition witneffeth a dependency, and 
‘that dependency is manifeftly a defeét, I thence judg- 
“edthat itcouldnot be a perfection in God to be com- 
© pofed of thofe two Natures; and that by confequence 
‘he was not fo compofed. But that if there: were any 
© Eodies in the World, or elfe any Intelligences, or 
‘other Natures vvnich vvere not vvholly perteét, their 
‘being muft depend from hts Povver in fuch a manner, 
“that they could not fublift one moment wlthour 
‘him. 

‘Theace I went in fearch of other Truths ; and ha- 
‘ving propofed Geometry for my Object, vvhichI con- 
“ceiv’d as a continued Body, or a {pace indefinirely 
‘fpread in length, breadth, heighth or depth, divifible 
‘into divers parts, vvhich might take feveral figures 
‘and bigneffes, and be moved and tranfpofed every 
“vvay. For the Geometricians fuppote all chis in their 
‘ Objeét. I pats thro fome of their moft fimple Demon- 
‘ {trations ; and having oblerved chat this grear certain- 
‘ty, vvhich ail the World grants them, ts founded only 
“on chis, that Men evidently conceived them, rollow- 
‘ing the rule I already mentioned. I objierved alto 
‘chat there was nothing at all in them vyhich afcertain’d 
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"me of the exiftence of their objet. As for example, I 
‘ well perceive, that fiippofing a Triangle, three angles 
© neceflarily mult be equal to tvvo right ones: but yet 
© peverthelefs I taw nothing vvhich afflured me that 
“there vvas a Triangle in the World. ‘ Whereas return- 
‘ing to examine the Idea which I had of a perteét Bc- 
‘ing, 1 found its exiftence comprifed in ir, in the fame 
‘manner as it was compriled tn that of a Triangle, 
‘where the three angles are equal ta tvvo right ones ; 
* or in that of a Sphere, vvhere all the parts are equally 
© diftant from the Center. Or even yet more evidently, 
‘ and chat by confequence, it is at leaft as certain that 
© God yvho is that pertect Being, is, or exifts, as an 
© demonftration in Geometry can be. : 

‘But that which makes many perfwade themfelves 
that chere is diticulty in knowing it, as alfo to know 
“what their Soul is, ’tis that they never raife their 
© thoughts beyord fenfible things, and that they are fo 
“accuftomed to confider nothing but by imagination, 
“which isa particular manner of thinking om material 
“things, that whatfoever is not imaginable, feems to 
‘them not intelligible: Which is manifeft enough from 
‘this, that even the Philofophers hold for a Maxime in 
“the Schools, That there is nothing in the Underftand- 
‘ing whici was not firft in the Senile ; where notwith- 
* ftanding it’s certain that the Ideas of God and of the 
© Soul never were. And (methinks) thofe who ufe their 
‘imagination to comprehend them, are juft as thofe, 
“who to hear founds, or fmell odours, would make ule 
© of their eyes; fave chat there is yet this difference, 
* That the fente of feeing aflures us no Jefs of the truth 
‘of its objects, cham thofe of fmelling or hearing do: 
© whereas neither our imagination nor our lfenies can ever 
‘ affure us of any thing, if our underftanding intervenes 
* not. 

© To be fhort, if there remain any who are not enough 
“ perfwaded of che exiftence of God, and of their Soul, 
* from the reafons I have produc’d, I would have thein 
* know, that al! other things, whereof perhaps they chink 
“ chemfelves more aflured, as to have a body, and that 
Sehere are Stars, and an Earth, and the like, are lets 
‘certain. For although we had fuch a moral affurance 
‘of thefe things, that without being extravagant we 
“could not doubt of them. However, unlefs we be 
‘ unreafonable when a metaphyfical certainty is in que- 
‘ ftion, we cannot deny bit we have caufe enough not 
© to be wholly confirm’d in them, when we confider that 
“in the fame manner we may imagine being afleep, we 
“have other bodies, and that we fee other Stars, and 
“another earth, though there be no fuch thing. For 
‘how do we know that thofe thoughts which we have 
‘in our dreams, are rather falfe than the others, feeing 
* often they are no leis lively and fignificant, and let the 
‘ ableft men ftudy it as long as they pleafe, I believe 
« they can give no fufficient reafon to remove this doubt, 
unlefs they prefuppofe the exiftence of God. For firft 
of all, chat which I even now took fora rule, to wit, 
* that chofe things which were moft clearly and diftinct- 
* ly conceived, are all true, is certain, only by reafon, 
that God is or exifts, and that he is a perfect being, 
‘ and that all which we have comes from him. Whence 
‘it follows, that our Idea’s or Notions, being rea! things, 
“and which come from God in all wherein they are 
clear and diftinét, cannot therein be bute true. So that 
© if we have very often any which contain falfhood, they 
cannot be but of fuch chings which are fomewhat con- 
* fusd andob{cure, becaufe chat therein they fignifie no- 
thing ro us, that’s to fay, that they are thus confus‘d 
‘in us only, becauie we are not wholly perfect. And 
its evident that there is no Jefs contrariety that falfhood 
‘ and imperfection fhould proceed from God, as fuch, 
‘than there is in this, that truth and falfhood proceed 
‘from nothing. Lutif we know not that whatfoever 
‘ was true and real in us comes from a perfect and inf- 
“nite being, how clear aad diftinét foever our Idea’s 
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“were, we fhould have no reafon to affure us, that they 
© had the perfection to be true. 

* Now after that the Knowledge of God, and of the 
“Soul, hath rendered us thus certain of this rule, it’s 
‘ gafie to know ; that the extravagancies which we ima- 
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“gine in our fleep, ought no way to make us doubt of 
‘the truth of thofe thoughts which we have being a- 
: wake: For if it fhould happen, that even fleesing we 
fhould have a very diftinét Idea ; as tor example, A 
* Geometritian fhould invent fome new demonftration 
~ his fleeping would not hinder it to be true. And for 
the moft ordinary error of our dreams, which confifts 
“in that they reprefent unto us feveral objeéts in the 
* fame manner as our exterior fenies do, it matcers not 
though it give us occafion to miftruft the truth of thole 
Ideas, becaufe that they may alfo often enough cozey 
us vvhen we do not Weep; As vvhen to thole vvho 
“have the Jaundies, all they fee feems yellovy ; or, as 
: the Scars or other Bodies at a diftance, appeas much 
, lets than they are. For in fine, yvhether we fleep o1 
vvake, we ought never to fuffer our felves to be per- 
“fwaded but by the evidence of our Realon; | lay 
“ ( vvhich is oblervable ) Of our Reafon, and not of our 
* imagination, or of our fenfes. Asalthough we fee the 
* Sun moft clearly, we are not theretore to judge him to 
‘ be of the bignefs we fee him of ; and we may vvell 
 diftinétly imagine the head ofa Lion, fet on the body 
“of a Goat, but therefore we ought not to conclude 
that there isa Chimera in the World. For Keaton deth 
not diétace to us, that vvhat we fee cr imagine fo is 
true: Bue it diétates, chat all our Idea’s or Notions 
* ought to have forne grounds of truth ; For ic vvere noe 
" potlible, that God vvho is all perfect, and all truth, 
fhould have put them in us vvithour that : And be- 
‘caufe that Our reaionings are never {fo evident, nor {o 
‘entire vvhile we fleep as yvhen we vvake, although 
‘fometimes our imaginations be then as much or mere 
“lively and exprels. It alfo diétates to us, that our 
thoughts, feeing they cannot be all true by reaton thar 
we are not vvholly perfeét ; vvhat they have of truth 
* ought infallibly to occur in thole vvhich We have he- 
‘ ing avvake, rather than in our dreams. 


The Queftions about Melchizedeck, Swim- 
ing of Men and Women when drown?d, and 
Several oshers enquir’d for, are Anfwerd 
in our former Volumes. 
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